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Religious Education, a strategic role in developing students' character at the Endomen Presidential

Character Education, Elementary School, Yahukimo Regency, Papua Mountains Province, which is in line with

Christian Values, and Christian values. In the world of education, character is one of the fundamental aspects

Moral Education. that must be instilled in students to produce a moral and spiritual generation. This
journal examines how the role of Christian Religious Education (PAK) teachers as
educators, role models, and spiritual leaders can shape the character of students at the
Endomen Presidential Elementary School, Yahukimo Regency. (PAK) teachers use a
holistic education approach not only to teach religious knowledge but also to instill
values such as love, justice, loyalty, and forgiveness in their students. This study uses a
qualitative descriptive approach using data obtained from observation, interviews, and
library research. The results of the study indicate that the active participation of the
Role of Christian Religious Education (PAK) teachers in learning, exemplary in everyday
life, at the Endomen Presidential Elementary School, Yahukimo Regency, Papua
Mountains Province.
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INTRODUCTION

The role of Christian Religious Education (CRE) teachers at Inpres Endomen Elementary
School in Yahukimo Regency plays a strategic role in shaping the morals and character of the nation,
particularly in the context of building student character at Inpres Endomen Elementary School, which
is becoming increasingly complex in the modern era. One of the fundamental aspects of education is
character building, aiming to develop individuals who are intellectually excellent but also possess
moral and spiritual integrity. In the context of the role of Christian Religious Education teachers, it is
crucial for them to instill Christian values in students to shape their character. The CRE teacher's role
goes beyond being an educator; they must also be a living example who can provide a concrete model
for applying these values in daily life. Character building has become even more critical in the face of
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the challenges posed by globalization, technological advances, and the moral crisis affecting the
younger generation.

Although digital technology brings significant benefits to the learning process, it also presents
a major challenge in character building for students. Children and teenagers are often exposed to
news and content that does not support their moral development, resulting in a need for guidance
from educators, particularly religious teachers. CRE teachers have the responsibility to bridge
academic learning with the moral development of students, helping to build a generation that is not
only academically excellent but also grounded in Christian values such as love, justice, and
forgiveness.

In this context, Christian religious education serves as a strategic means for teaching Christian
values through a holistic approach. CRE teachers play the role of agents of change, not just by
imparting religious knowledge but also by shaping students' characters by instilling universal and
essential values. Religious education must encompass spiritual experiences that shape the whole
character of students, covering moral, spiritual, and social aspects. Character education in CRE is not
just about teaching values; it also focuses on developing the skills of students at Inpres Endomen
Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency to apply these values in real life.

For example, through learning activities such as group discussions, short plays based on Bible
stories, and service projects, students are challenged to understand and internalize values such as
love, humility, and loyalty. This approach allows students to deeply and continuously internalize
Christian values. However, the role of CRE teachers in character development at Inpres Endomen
Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency faces several challenges. One of the main challenges is that
most students do not pay attention to religious education due to the influence of secular culture,
which tends to neglect spiritual values. Additionally, the availability of appropriate teaching methods
and the teacher's ability to adapt to the students' needs at Inpres Endomen Elementary School is
another crucial factor affecting the effectiveness of character education. Engaging religious education
tailored to the local context of Endomen can increase students' interest in the subject and play a
significant role in shaping their character.

METHOD

In writing this journal, the researcher uses a qualitative descriptive approach to study the role
of Christian Religious Education (CRE) teachers in character formation at Inpres Endomen
Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency, Papua Pegunungan Province. This approach was chosen to
provide an in-depth description of how CRE teachers carry out their roles in shaping students'
character at Inpres Endomen Elementary School based on Christian values. The researcher gathers
theoretical information from various data sources related to the topic, such as books, journals,
articles, internet sources, scholarly reports, and references from the school as teaching materials that
are credible in academic circles.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The role of Christian Religious Education (CRE) teachers carries a significant responsibility
in shaping the character of students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency,
Papua Pegunungan Province. One of the primary roles of a CRE teacher is to be an example for
students in living out Christian values. Character is not only shaped by the teaching of values but also
by the role model provided by the teacher as an authoritative figure. As a role model, the CRE teacher
must demonstrate in their daily life examples of behavior that align with Christian teachings, such as
love, forgiveness, and justice. This modeling is one of the most effective ways to internalize religious
values in students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School.
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Christian Religious Education is not only about doctrinal teaching but, more importantly,
about applying those teachings in real actions that can be observed by the students at Inpres
Endomen Elementary School. The students at Inpres Endomen Elementary tend to imitate what they
see more than what they hear. Therefore, the role of the CRE teacher must always uphold the integrity
of their life and behavior. If the CRE teacher is teaching Christian values such as love, honesty, and
forgiveness, they must also be able to demonstrate these values in their daily interactions with
students, fellow teachers, and school staff. For example, if a teacher shows patience and love to a
student who is struggling, the students at Inpres Endomen Elementary will see the teacher as a living
example of how they should behave in similar situations.

The role model provided by the teacher in character education has a profound impact,
considering that the role of the CRE teacher is not only to teach religious knowledge but also to change
the lives of students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School by teaching them how to live according
to Christian faith principles. A teacher who demonstrates Christian values in their behavior will be
more successful in shaping students' character because they provide a living example that can be
accepted by the students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School, Papua Pegunungan Province.

Discussion

The role of Christian Religious Education (CRE) teachers plays a significant part in shaping
the character of students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency, Papua
Pegunungan. One of the main roles of a CRE teacher is to serve as a role model for students in living
out Christian values. Character is not only shaped by teaching values, but also by the example set by
the teacher as an authoritative figure. As a role model, the CRE teacher must demonstrate in their
daily life examples of behavior that align with Christian teachings, such as love, forgiveness, and
justice. This modeling is one of the most effective ways to instill religious values in students at Inpres
Endomen Elementary School.

Christian Religious Education should not only focus on teaching the Bible but, more
importantly, on how students can apply these values in their daily lives. This requires CRE teachers
to have a deep understanding of how to integrate the theory and practice of religious values into their
teaching. In the context of character formation, teaching Christian values should begin with an
introduction to God, His unlimited love, and the moral teachings in the Bible that lead to the
development of good character. Integrating Christian values into the learning process helps students
at Inpres Endomen Elementary School understand their greater purpose in life and leads to better
self-development. Values such as forgiveness, humility, honesty, and service to others are important
aspects that need to be taught in every learning session at Inpres Endomen Elementary School.

Teaching Christian values in CRE must involve methods that are engaging and relevant to
students' everyday lives at Inpres Endomen Elementary School. The role of the CRE teacher can
incorporate various methods such as case studies, role-playing, or group discussions to facilitate
students' understanding of the application of Christian values. For example, when teaching about
love, the teacher can use Bible stories that show how Jesus loved everyone, regardless of background
or social status.

Then, students at Inpres Endomen Elementary can discuss how they can implement love in
their lives, whether at home, at school, or in the community. For example, when teaching about
forgiveness, the teacher can use the story of Jesus forgiving those who wronged Him and invite
students to reflect on how they can forgive a friend who has hurt them. This way, students not only
learn moral values theoretically but also see the relevance of these values in their own lives.
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Teaching Christian values also requires a contextual approach, which is teaching that is not
only based on scripture but also takes into account the social, cultural, and personal context of the
students. This is important because Christian values such as love, forgiveness, and humility must be
understood and accepted by students within their real-life context. Teaching that neglects the
students' life context at Inpres Endomen Elementary School will likely become a theory that is
irrelevant to their everyday lives. For example, when teaching about love, the CRE teacher must show
how love can be applied in concrete situations that students face.

Amid the social and cultural challenges faced by the younger generation, such as promiscuity,
violence, and discrimination, CRE teachers must help students see how Christian love can be the
solution to these issues. This teaching can be done through case studies, where students are invited
to analyze situations they may face in their daily lives and then discuss how to apply love in dealing
with these problems. In this way, students not only learn about love theoretically but can see how this
value is relevant and applicable in their lives at Inpres Endomen Elementary.

An experiential approach to teaching Christian values is also highly effective. One way to
involve students at Inpres Endomen Elementary in Christian religious education is by engaging them
in actions that reflect Christian values. For example, the CRE teacher can organize social activities,
such as visiting orphanages or hospitals, where students can directly experience giving love to those
in need. Experiences like this not only teach the value of love but also develop empathy and social
concern among students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency.

Furthermore, self-reflection is also an important component of teaching Christian values.
After engaging in such activities, the teacher can invite students to reflect and discuss how they felt
after showing love and what they learned from the experience. This approach helps students not only
understand Christian values cognitively but also internalize them into their feelings and actions.

In this context, experience becomes a powerful tool in shaping students' character because
they can directly see and feel the benefits of living according to Christian teachings.

Challenges and Solutions in Enhancing the Role of CRE Teachers in Character Formation at Inpres
Endomen Elementary School

The role of CRE teachers in character formation at Inpres Endomen Elementary School faces
various challenges. One of the biggest challenges is the influence of the external environment, which
often contradicts the Christian values taught by teachers. In the digital era, students at Inpres
Endomen Elementary School are exposed to a wide variety of information, both positive and negative,
through social media and the internet. This can influence the way students think and act, often in
contradiction to the religious teachings they receive at school. Therefore, CRE teachers must be able
to guide students in navigating these challenges by providing appropriate guidance on how to filter
the information they receive and how to live according to the values they learn in Christian religion.

The Important and Strategic Role of CRE Teachers in Character Formation

The role of the CRE teacher is not only to convey religious knowledge but also to serve as a
role model who demonstrates Christian values in daily life. Through good teaching and the right
approach, CRE teachers can help students understand and internalize Christian values that lead to
the formation of strong character and noble morals. However, the challenges in character formation
are becoming more complex with the negative influence of the social environment and the digital
world. Therefore, the role of the CRE teacher must be supported by cooperation between teachers,
parents, and the community to create a generation that is not only academically excellent but also has
character aligned with Christian values.
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CONCLUSION

From the material presented, it can be concluded that the role of Christian Religious
Education (CRE) teachers in shaping the character of students at Inpres Endomen Elementary School
in Yahukimo Regency is crucial in character formation, particularly in instilling Christian values that
form the moral and spiritual foundation of students. As educators, role models, and spiritual guides,
the role of CRE teachers is not only to deliver educational content but also to provide real-life
examples in daily life. Through a holistic teaching approach, CRE teachers contribute to integrating
values such as love, honesty, responsibility, and forgiveness into students' behavior at Inpres
Endomen Elementary School in Yahukimo Regency.

The research presented in the journal indicates that the character development of students
through the role of CRE teachers is influenced by several factors, including pedagogical skills, the
teacher’s role model, and the relevance of teaching methods to students’ needs. Teachers who are
able to create a conducive and inspiring learning environment can foster students' character, making
them not only academically excellent but also morally and spiritually strong. In conclusion, the
success of character formation in students greatly depends on the active role of CRE teachers as
agents of value transformation in education at Inpres Endomen Elementary School in Yahukimo
Regency, Papua Province.

REFERENCE

Arifianto, Y. A. (2021). Peran Guru Pendidikan Agama Kristen Dalam Pendidikan Etis-Teologis
Mengatasi Dekadensi Moral Di Tengah Era Disrupsi. REGULA FIDEI: Jurnal Pendidikan Agama
Kristen, 6(1), 45-59.

Arifin, B. S. (2019). Manajemen Pendidikan Karakter.

Arifin, S. (2018). Penanaman karakter islami melalui program hafalan takhasus di Sekolah Dasar
negeri 3 gondanglegi kulon tahun ajaran 2017/2018. RAHMATAN LIL ALAMIN: Journal of Peace
Education and Islamic Studies, 1(1), 45-45.

Detiknews. (2018). Viral Guru Di-bully Murid, Sekolah akan Perkuat Pendidikan Karakter. Diakses
pada 3 Mei 2023 dari https://news.detik.com/berita/d-4299012 /viral-guru-di-bully-murid-
sekolah-akan-perkuat-pendidikan-karakter

Fadli, M. R. (2021). Memahami desain metode penelitian kualitatif. Humanika, Kajian Ilmiah Mata
Kuliah Umum, 21(1), 33-54.

Jeyral, M. G., Kasingku, ]J. D.,, & Warouw, W. N. (2023). Pentingnya pendidikan disiplin dalam
membentuk karakter orang muda. Journal on Education, 6(1), 5910-5917.

Kandiri, K., & Arfandi, A. (2021). Guru Sebagai Model Dan Teladan Dalam Meningkatkan Moralitas
Siswa. Edupedia: Jurnal Studi Pendidikan Dan Pedagogi Islam, 6(1), 1-8.

Kasingku, J. D., & Sasarari, F. N. (2022). Peran Guru Pendidikan Agama Kristen Sebagai Pembimbing
Dalam Pembentukan Karakter Siswa. Jurnal PAJAR (Pendidikan dan Pengajaran), 6(5), 1520-
1527.

Kasingku, ]., & Sanger, A. H. F. (2023). Pengaruh pendidikan karakter terhadap moralitas remaja di
era digital. Pendas: Jurnal [lmiah Pendidikan Dasar, 8(2), 6096-6110.

KBBI, (2024). Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia (KBBI). [Online, diakses tanggal 5 Maret 2024)

Mau, M. (2022). Kompetensi Guru Pendidikan Agama Kristen Dalam Membimbing Kepribadian
Peserta Didik Di SMK Negeri 1 Parindu. Jurnal Pengabdian Kepada Masyarakat, 1(4), 01-15

Magelang Kemenag (2023). Guru Pendidikan Agama Kristen Bertugas Mengenalkan Kasih Sayang
Tuhan. Diakses dari https://magelang.kemenag.go.id/guru-pendidikan-agama-kristen-
bertugas-mengenalkan-kasih-sayang-tuhan/ pada 17 September 2023

Journal of the American Institute | 960



_ The Role of Christian Religious Education Teachers in Forming Student Character...

Marampa, E. R. (2021). Peran Orangtua Dan Guru Pendidikan Agama Kristen Dalam Membentuk
Karakter Kerohanian Peserta Didik. SESAWI: Jurnal Teologi dan Pendidikan Kristen, 2(2), 100-
115.

Mega, M., Fernando, A., & Saragih, T. P. (2022). Paradigma Pendidikan Agama Kristen Terhadap Etis
Dan Norma Guru Sebagai Teladan Pendidik. Veritas Lux Mea (Jurnal Teologi dan Pendidikan
Kristen), 4(1), 71-82.

Mulyasa, H. E. (2022). Manajemen pendidikan karakter. Bumi Aksara.

Napratilora, M., Mardiah, M., & Lisa, H. (2021). Peran Guru Sebagai Teladan Dalam Implementasi Nilai
Pendidikan Karakter. Al-Liqo: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 6(1), 34-47.

Padmawati, S., & Sari, D. N. (2019). Modul Pendidikan Agama Kristen - 1 . STT Sangkakala.

Pardede, R. T, Marpaung, R, Laoli, R. Y,, Naibaho, R., & Naibaho, D. (2023). Peran Guru Pendidikan
Agama Kristen sebagai Teladan Dalam Membentuk Karakter Siswa Yang Unggul dan memiliki
Spiritualitas Kristen. Jurnal Pendidikan Sosial dan Humaniora, 2(2), 11221-11230.

Wijayanto. N (2023). Ganjar Tekankan Pentingnya Pendidikan Karakter Wujudkan Indonesia Emas
2045. Diakses dari https://ekbis.sindonews.com/read/1166499/34/ganjar-tekankan-
pentingnya-pendidikan-karakter-wujudkan-indonesia-emas-2045-1690981699 pada 17
September 2023

Yunarti, Y. (2017). Pendidikan kearah pembentukan karakter. Tarbawiyah: Jurnal llmiah Pendidikan,
11(02), 262-278.

Journal of the American Institute| 961



